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The following notes describe part of the Jarvis (or Jervis) family of Shropshire and Staffordshire. To 
see other documents about the family, go to http://www.bhsproject.co.uk/x_jarvis.shtml  

Elizabeth Jervis, married Joseph Harding in 1847 (M60) 

Elizabeth is the youngest known child of Thomas and Anne Jervis (L2), a sister to Henry. She was 
baptised at Maer church in 1823: 

 

 

Notes 

Ann Jervis or Jarvis age 15 and Eliza(beth?) Jarvis 15 were female servants for Edward Powner, 
publican in Maer, in 1841. Note that another servant recorded with them is Joseph Harding – 
presumably the person Elizabeth Jervis married in 1847. 

  

Ann Jervis may be the daughter of John and Hannah Jervis baptised in 1824 (M6), John being the 
eldest brother of Elizabeth; if so, Elizabeth was Ann’s aunt. 

All three were working at a pub in Blackbrook, on the western side of Maer, occupied by Edward 
Powner and owned by Josiah Wedgwood at the time of the tithe record, 24 May 1838. Edward 
Powner married Anne Woodcock at Maer in 1828: at present there is no family connection known of 
between the Harding, Jervis and Powner/Woodcock families. More details of Jervis in the tithe in 
Tithe Map Summary.docx. 

Joseph Harding and Elizabeth Jervis married at Newcastle-under-Lyme in 1847, at which point 

Elizabeth was in Brunswick Street, Joseph was of Maer.  The marriage was witnessed by Thomas and 

Anne Harding. Elizabeth names her father as Thomas Jervis, his occupation as farmer, matching 

Joseph Harding, farmer, son of William Harding, farmer. 

Brunswick Street, Elizabeth’s address when she married, is now the A52, running eastwards out of 

Newcastle towards Stoke: it was named Stoke Lane on a map of 1775 (see Millington.docx) and is 

the area where Elizabeth’s brother George was living when he married in 1840. 

http://www.bhsproject.co.uk/x_jarvis.shtml
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Harding aside  

The Harding and Jervis families were tenants in an auction sale in 1855, see 

John&HannahJ.docx.  

The 1851 census entry shows Joseph Harding, agricultural labourer and wife Elizabeth in Maer (their 
home was the first recorded in this enumeration district).  

 

The birth registration of Ruth confirms this is the same couple: 

HARDING, RUTH      JERVIS    

GRO Reference: 1849  M Quarter in NEWCASTLE UNDER LYME  Volume 17  Page 123   

 

In 1861 Elizabeth and family was living at Maer Heath; the household includes William Jervis, 

widower, age 54 and described as a brother-in-law to Joseph Harding.  

The next entry is for Thomas and Sarah Harding; Joseph’s father was William Harding; at 71 Thomas 

Harding may be a brother to William and uncle to Joseph. 

 

In 1871 the Harding family were recorded at Maerway Lane. Thomas Harding, now 81, was a 

neighbour and a widower. George Webb was head of household for the preceding entry and was 

also in 1861; it seems unlikely all three moved from Maer Heath to Maerway Lane between censuses 
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and more likely they were in the same properties and Maer Heath and Maerway Lane were in the 

same general area. 

 

Living with the family in 1871 was Fred Everill, age 2, nurse child, born Madeley, Staffs. The GRO 

birth entry does not record a mother’s maiden name suggesting he was illegitimate. Perhaps a 

coincidence: Elizabeth’s elder brother George was convicted of the manslaughter of James Everill in 

Mucklestone in 1840. 

 

By 1881 Elizabeth had died and Joseph remained in Maer with his daughter Fanny. The next but one 

entry was Camp Hall. 

 

The following death registration is most probably Elizabeth’s: 

 
 

The burial register for Maer includes Elizabeth’s burial on 21 Oct 1880, she was of Maer Heath. 

 

Earlier life of Joseph Harding 

His age in census returns indicate he was born around 1820; the following baptism fits: 
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This marriage at Swynnerton, Staffordshire in 1805 is likely to be the parents: Hugh Tankard was 

baptised in 1818, his middle name an approximation to his mother’s maiden name. 

 

Swynnerton is around 4 miles, as the crow flies, south east of Maer: 

 


